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old queen and the fierce glances of her officers on the
previous day, implored his master not to go. Ramraja at
first excused himself. Tarabai's servants well drilled by
their mistress, expressed wounded surprise at the king's
refusal and his implied distrust. "Were the king's sus-
picions, " they asked with feigned mortification, " a fitting
reward for the care which Tarabai had lavished on him in
his childhood? Would she have saved his life as an infant,
if she meant to kill him as a man? Would she have raised
him to the throne, if she intended to depose him a few
months later?" They painted with consummate skill a
pathetic picture of the old quoen surrounded by enemies
of state and deserted on that auspicious day by the children
of her own houso. The king bewildered by their subtle
argument was at a loss what to do. He put off his decision.
Then giving his guards the slip, lie resolved to shew his
confidence in Tnrabai by going unattended to Satara fortA
An hour or so after the king had ridden alone up the
bridle path that leads to the northern gate, Bapuji
Khanderao heard of his master's act. Calling his men, he
galloped at full speed after him. He found the gates
closed; and the sentries warned him through the loopholes
to return or they would fire on him and his men. The
brave soldier with his handful of guardsmen could not
hope to storm the great fortress, He returned sadly the
way he had come.

In the meantime Tarabai had given the king a fond
welcome, had feasted him and effectually removed from his
heart all traces of suspicion. When it was time for him
to go, she bade him an affectionate good-bye. Ramraja
mounted his horse, smiling to think how idle had been his
subordinate's foars and rode towards the gate. He found
it shut and swarming with the queen's soldiers. Ho ordered
them to let him through. They insolently replied that the
Maharani had commanded them not to let him leave the
fort The historian of the French Revolution has asserted
that if at Varennes Louis the Sixteenth had, as his ancestor